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A proposal for the pavilion along the Miantic Bay Cverlook board-
walk to be located adjacent to the Green. Even if a physical link
cannct be made under the tracks, the striking presence of a struc-
ture like this will establish an impertant visual connection hetween
the landlocked Green and the shore beyond.

The Industrial Gothic look of this pavilion is meant to relate the
structure to the industrial vernacular architecture throughout
Connecticut, and to relate 7t to similarly styled railroad structures all
aleng the shore line. The openness and airiness of the sheker also
aliows views through from the Green to the water,




* Begin negotiations to acquire the Mobil gas station property at the south end of Pennsylvania
Avenue. This is the most significant civic property in Niantic and should be acquired by the town.

« Begin negotiations with Amtrak to have them construct an underpass at the terminus of
Pennsylvania Avenue when the realign the tracks in the next few years.

« Apply now for ISTEA funding for the underpass, and begin working with state representatives on
funding sources for beach access at the Green.

« Apply to Amtrak for IHigh Speed Rail compensation funds to cover some of the underpass costs, and
costs of decorative fencing to separate the Green from the rail corridor.

* Preapply and apply for state MDF (Municipal Development Funds) for all projects in the plan that
involve economic development or infrastructure.

» Begin working with state representatives to establish a Shore Line East rail stop at the Green.

» Coordinate with boardwalk planners to allow for the eventual construction of a large pavilion where
the boardwalk passes the Green.

» Work with the Morton House owners to coordinate landscaping and- paving of their western lawn,
currently a parking lot along Pennsylvania Avenue.

* Build along or plant trees along all but the shoreline edges of the Green in order to define the space
as distinct from the rest of the village.

. Uoﬂm.bmnn the intersection of Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue as special by rebuilding the
square with colored pavement.

« Apply for ISTEA funds for sidewalk and crosswalk improvements.
* Review Green expansion mc.mﬁnmw.nm with State DOT representative.

» Establish design guidelines &o.mm the sides of the Green that encourage civic scaled facades with
pedestrian scale elements that maintain the character of the precinct.
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* Relocate the gas station building (the old railroad depot) to the west side of its shoreline site.

* Move the Post Office to the relocated gas station building so that it enhances the civic nature of the
Green. .

_ * Construct a large pavilion along the boardwalk, on axis with the ecast sidewalk along Pennsylvania
Avenue, that will physically and visually link the shoreline to the Green and the village beyond.

* Excavate the amphitheater to provide a ceremonial access to the shoreline underpass as well as a vil-
_ lage gathering place.
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Diagram of sidewalks, street crossings. and traffic intersec-
tionsin Niantic. After encountering one or two of the regu-
tarly spaced crossings, drivers will quickly anticipate following
intersections and slow down automatically

Oiagram of an intersection reconfigured to calm traffic
“dogbone” indents mark parzllel parking zones; crosswalks
are widened, and shade trees movee slightly toward the
intersection. To hold down automobile speeds. dimensions
of traffic lanes In intersection are minimized.

Traffic Calming

* Narrow driving lanes along Pennsylvania
Avenue to 12 feet, which will signal the
change from state highway to a village avenue
and encourage automobiles to drive slowly.

* Formalize parallel parking on both sides of
Pennsylvania Avenue to slow traffic and buffer
pedestrians from moving automobiles.

Install paved “dog bones” to mark the end of
parallel parking areas and the beginning of
pedestrian crossing zones and traffic intersec-
tions.

Limit parking lot entrances and realign them
either with terminating streets—Hope Street
and (Grand Street—or with other parking lot
entrances; this will reduce the number of
cross-traffic turning areas, and should make
proper parking lot entrances clearer to drivers.

Concentrate new street lighting at intersec-
tions with pedestrian crossings; the concentra-
tion of light serves at night to alert drivers to
upcoming intersections and pedestrians.

Pedestrian Amenities

Make street edges of Pennsylvania Avenue
more pleasant for pedestrians and more appeal-
ing visually to drivers.

* Install parallel parking along both sides of
Pennsylvania Avenue to shield pedestrians
from moving cars.

» Widen sidewalks and pave consistently with a
material different than that of the street—
preferably with brick or some other paver. A
change in material from street to sidewalk will
help differentiate pedestrian areas from auto-
mobile areas.

* Establish evenly spaced pedestrian crossing
areas traffic intersections.

« Make pedestrian crossing areas more promi-
nent to automobile traffic by changed cross-
walk paving to that of sidewalks, installing
special pedestrian scaled sidewalk lighting,
and by planting trees in projecting “dog
bones.’



